SEYCHELLES

International Trade Zone Regulations, 1995

(as amended, 2004)

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 14 of the International Trade Zone Act, 1995, the Minister of Finance and Communications hereby makes the following Regulations -

Citation

1. 
These Regulations may be cited as the International Trade Zone Regulations, 1995.

Interpretation

2. 
In these Regulations -

“proper officer of the Authority” means an officer of the Authority appointed by the Authority for the exercise of the functions assigned to such officer under these Regulations;

“Trades Tax Imports Division” means the Trades Tax Imports Division of the Ministry of Finance and Communications;

“Transshipment” means transferring of goods from a vessel or aircraft to another vessel or aircraft or unloading of goods from a vessel or aircraft and placing of the goods in a zone for the purpose of removal of the goods out of Seychelles in a ship or vessel;

“zone” means an international trade zone declared under section 3(1) of the Act.

Perimeter wall or fence

3.(1) 
For the purpose of -

(a) ensuring an effective control of the movement of persons, vehicles and goods or services to or from a zone; and

(b) protection of the revenue,

the Authority shall ensure the erection and maintenance of a fence or wall along the perimeter boundary of a zone and determine the appropriate entry and exit points on the fence or wall.

(2) 
The Authority shall illuminate -

(a) the fence or wall erected under subregulation (1);

(b) the entry and exit points on the wall; and

(c) the area along the perimeter boundary,

between 6.30 pm on each day and 6.30 am the following day or during such other time the Authority deems necessary.

Authorisation under section 4(1)(d) of the Act

4. 
Authorisation to enter or remain in the zone to any person under section 4(1)(d) of the Act may be granted by the Authority on application made to it in the form approved by the Authority and shall be subject to such terms and conditions as the Authority deems necessary.

Permission to build or lease in a zone

5.(1) 
No person shall -

(a) erect any building or other structure; 

(b) lease any movable or immovable property,

in a zone for the purpose of carrying on business in the zone except with the permission of the Authority granted on application made to it in the form approved by the Authority.

(2) 
For the purposes of an application under subregulation (1), the Authority may -

(a) inspect the site of the proposed building or structure or the property sought to be leased or the premises in which the business is carried on or sought to be carried on, as the case may be;

(b) require the submission of a site or building plan;

(c) require any alteration to the plan submitted under paragraph (b) to ensure compliance with the written laws relating to buildings or structures.

(3) Permission granted under subregulation (1) may be subject to such terms and conditions as the Authority deems necessary.

(4) Permission granted under subregulation (1) shall not relieve the holder of the permit from compliance with any written law relating to buildings or structures.

(5) Any person aggrieved by a refusal to grant permission under subregulation (1) may within 30 days after the refusal is communicated to the person appeal to the Minister who may affirm or revoke the decision of the Authority.

(6) Where the Minister revokes the decision of the Authority on an appeal under subregulation (5), the Authority shall comply with the decision of the Minister.

Branch offices and business hours

6.(1) 
For the exercise of its functions -

(a) the Authority may establish a branch office of the Authority in a zone;

(b) the Trades Tax Imports Division may establish a branch office of the Division in a zone.

(2) 
A branch office established under subregulation (1) shall be kept open -

(a) from 8.00 am to 4.00 pm on each day from Monday to Friday; and

(b) from 8.00 am to 12.15 pm on a Saturday.

Movement of goods from a zone

7.(1) 
No person shall bring from a zone any goods into any place in Seychelles, other than a zone, except between -

(a) 8.00 am and 4.00 pm on each day from Monday to Friday; and

(b) from 8.00 am and 12.15 pm on a Saturday,

unless otherwise permitted under subregulation (2).

(2) Notwithstanding subregulation (1), the Authority may, on application made to it in the form approved by the Authority, permit goods to be brought from a zone to a place in Seychelles, other than a zone, outside the hours specified in subregulation (1).

(3) Subregulation (1) shall not apply to the movement of goods -

(a) from one zone to another zone; or

(b) from a zone for the purpose of export to a foreign country.

Goods or activity dangerous or prejudicial to public health or safety

8.(1) 
Where the Authority is of the opinion -

(a) that any goods brought or proposed to be brought into a zone are;

(b) that any activity carried on or proposed to be carried on in a zone is,

dangerous or prejudicial to the public health or public safety, the Authority may, by order, require -

(c) the removal or exclusion of the goods from the zone; or

(d) the cessation or exclusion of the activity in or from the zone.

(2) 
An order under subregulation (1) may be directed to any person in or outside the zone and -

(a) in the case of an order under subregulation (1)(c), shall take effect on the service of the order on that person; and

(b) in the case of an order under subregulation (1)(d), shall take effect 15 days after the service of the order on that person or, where such an order has been affirmed on an appeal under subregulation (3), on the determination of the appeal, whichever is the later.

(3) 
Any person aggrieved by an order under subregulation (1)(d) may within 15 days after the service of the order appeal to the Minister and the Minister may affirm or revoke the order.

Manufacturing activity

9. 
Where the holder of a licence to carry on business in a zone is engaged in a manufacturing activity or any activity related to that activity, the Authority may, by order, require the holder of the licence -

(a) 
to provide separate storage space -

(i) for the raw materials used in the activity;

(ii) for the finished products of that activity;
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